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I, Dr. B. Lynn Allen-Hoffmann, state as follows: 


1 . My present position is President and CSO of Stratatech Corporation. I am also a 
Professor at the University of Wisconsin-Madison. 

2. I have reviewed the Final Office Action dated January 13, 2004 and the references cited 
therein, U.S. Pat. No. 5,989,837 and Yang et al., Artificial Organs 24(1):7-17 (2000). 

3. I am an inventor of the '837 patent which was cited as prior art. It is my understanding 
that the Examiner has asserted that the '837 patent teaches culturing a dermal equivalent onto 
which keratinocytes have been seeded at an interface until the keratinocytes stratify. As support 
for this assertion, which is incorrect, the Examiner cites to Column 15, lines 20-39 of my 
previous patent. The pertinent text is as follows: 
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